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In closing, I want to recognize and

thank Gina Mahony from the staff of
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. ROE-
MER), who was a very able counterpart
to Denzel McGuire, and we like that
Irish-American connection.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. It will infuse more com-
petition and more choice into the pub-
lic education system and make that
system less monolithic and more re-
sponsive to parents and the needs of
their children. I urge passage of the
legislation.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, today we
consider H.R. 2616 is amended by the Sen-
ate, the ‘‘Charter Schools Expansion Act of
1998’’. H.R. 2616 is a result of extensive ef-
forts by Mr. RIGGS and Mr. ROEMER to craft a
charter school bill that enjoys broad bipartisan
support.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
recognize Mr. RIGGS for his fine leadership as
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Early Child-
hood, Youth, and Families. Mr. RIGGS has had
an enormously successful tenure as Sub-
committee Chairman.

He has successfully crafted numerous edu-
cation bills, including but by no means limited
to the charter school bill we are considering
today. I regret that Mr. RIGGS has decided to
retire this year as his tireless energy and dedi-
cation have been a wonderful asset to the
Committee. I am sure that I speak for all the
Members of the Committee in saying that we
will miss his leadership and devotion in
crafting innovative legislation and bettering the
lives of children all across this country. We
wish him well in his future endeavors.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
thank Senator COATS for successfully spear-
heading efforts to get a charter school bill
passed in senate.

We passed H.R. 2616 last October with an
overwhelming bipartisan vote. The Senate re-
cently amended H.R. 2616 and sent it back to
us for a final vote. I am pleased to say that
when the House votes for H.R. 2616 today,
we will be able to send the bill to the Presi-
dent for signature.

As we stand here on the House floor today,
about 170,000 children are being educated in
700 charter schools across the nation. Clearly,
charter schools are no longer a fringe idea,
rather they represent an integral component of
public education reform.

H.R. 2616 builds upon what we have
learned about charter schools, since 1994
when Congress established a Federal funding
stream to assist charter schools with start-up
costs—the planning, design and initial oper-
ation costs involved with starting-up a charter
school.

This bill responds to lessons we have
learned over the last four years, the concerns
expressed in five hearings we have held on
charter schools and the findings of various
public and private studies on charter schools.
It represents a well-thought-out approach to
improving the existing charter school statute
and to spurring the creation of more charter
schools.

By all accounts, the number one concern of
charter school operators is a lack of start-up
funds. H.R. 2616 addresses that concern on
several fronts: it increases the authorization
level, it drives more Federal dollars directly
down to locals to establish high quality charter

schools, it ensures that charter schools re-
ceive their fair share of the Federal dollar and
it directs the Secretary to disseminate informa-
tion on how charter schools can access finan-
cial resources, including private capital.

Charter schools have made great strides in
just a few short years. The strengths of char-
ter schools lie in their academic performance,
parental involvement and teacher satisfaction.
This bill ensures that these innovative schools
will have the maximum amount of assistance
to help them keep up the good work.

In addition, this bill not only allows charter
schools to keep up the good work but also en-
courages charter schools to share their knowl-
edge on best practices with other public
schools. Under the bill, States may provide as-
sistance to established charter schools, with a
proven record of improving student perform-
ance, who wish to replicate their successful
academic programs so that more children may
benefit from their innovative curriculums and
teaching techniques.

In closing, I would like to emphasize that we
have before us today a bipartisan bill that con-
tributes greatly to the charter school move-
ment and urge my Colleagues to vote for H.R.
2616.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. RIGGS) that the House
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill, H.R.
2616.

The question was taken.
Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 5 of rule I and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER RESOLUTION RAISING
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, pur-

suant to House rule IX, clause 1, I rise
to give notice of my intent to present
a question of personal privilege of the
House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

A resolution, in accordance with
House rule IX, clause 1, expressing the
sense of the House that its integrity
has been impugned because the anti-
dumping provisions of the Trade and
Tariff Act of 1930, (Subtitle B of Title
VII) have not been expeditiously en-
forced;

Whereas the current financial crisis
in Asia, Russia, and other regions have
involved massive depreciation in the
currencies of several key steel-produc-
ing and steel-consuming countries,
along with a collapse in the domestic
demand for steel in these countries;

Whereas the crises have generated
and will continue to generate surges in
United States imports of steel, both
from the countries whose currencies
have depreciated in the crisis and from
steel-producing countries that are no
longer able to export steel to the coun-
tries in economic crisis;

Whereas United States imports of
finished steel mill products from Asian
steel-producing countries, the People’s
Republic of China, Japan, Korea, India,
Taiwan, Indonesia, Thailand, and Ma-
laysia, have increased by 79 percent in
the first 5 months of 1998 compared to
the same period in 1997;

Whereas year-to-date imports of steel
from Russia now exceed the record im-
port levels of 1997, and steel imports
from Russia and Ukraine now approach
2,500,000 net tons;

Whereas foreign government trade
restrictions and private restraints of
trade distort international trade and
investment patterns and result in bur-
dens on United States commerce, in-
cluding absorption of a disproportion-
ate share of diverted steel trade;

Whereas the European Union, for ex-
ample, despite also being a major econ-
omy, in 1997 imported only one-tenth
as much finished steel products from
Asian steel-producing countries as the
United States did and has restricted
imports of steel from the Common-
wealth of Independent States, includ-
ing Russia;

Whereas the United States is simul-
taneously facing a substantial increase
in steel imports from countries within
the Commonwealth of Independent
States, including Russia, caused in
part by the closure of Asian markets;

Whereas there is a well-recognized
need for improvements in the enforce-
ment of United States trade laws to
provide an effective response to such
situations:

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the
House of Representatives that the
House of Representatives calls upon
the President of the United States to:

Number 1, take all necessary meas-
ures to respond to the surge of steel
imports resulting from the financial
crises in Asia, Russia, and other re-
gions, and for other purposes;

Number 2, to pursue enhanced en-
forcement of United States trade laws
with respect to the surge of steel im-
ports into the United States, using all
remedies available under those laws in-
cluding offsetting duties, quantitative
restraints, and other authorized reme-
dial measures as appropriate;

Number 3, pursue with all tools at his
disposal a more equitable sharing of
the burden of accepting imports of fin-
ished steel products from Asia and the
countries within the Commonwealth of
Independent States;

Number 4, establish a task force
within the executive branch with re-
sponsibility for closely monitoring
United States imports of steel; and

Number 5, report to the Congress by
no later than January 5, of the coming
year, 1999, with a comprehensive plan
for responding to this import surge, in-
cluding ways of limiting its deleterious
effects on employment, prices, and in-
vestment in the United States steel in-
dustry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SUNUNU). Under rule IX, a resolution
offered from the floor by a Member
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other than the majority leader or the
minority leader as a question of the
privileges of the House has immediate
precedence only at a time designated
by the Chair within 2 legislative days
after the resolution is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT) will
appear in the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
to be heard at the appropriate time on
the question of whether this resolution
constitutes a question of privilege.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will do so at the appropriate
time.
f

NATIONAL SALVAGE MOTOR VEHI-
CLE CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT OF 1998

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 852) to establish nationally uni-
form requirements regarding the ti-
tling and registration of salvage, non-
repairable, and rebuilt vehicles, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 852

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Salvage Motor Vehicle Consumer Protection
Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. MOTOR VEHICLE TITLING AND DISCLO-

SURE REQUIREMENTS.
(a) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 49, UNITED STATES

CODE.—Subtitle VI of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting a new chapter
at the end:

‘‘CHAPTER 333—AUTOMOBILE SAFETY
AND TITLE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS
‘‘Sec.
‘‘33301. Definitions.
‘‘33302. Passenger motor vehicle titling.
‘‘33303. Disclosure and label requirements on

transfer of rebuilt salvage vehi-
cles.

‘‘33304. Report on funding.
‘‘33305. Effect on State law.
‘‘33306. Civil penalties.
‘‘33307. Actions by States.
‘‘§ 33301. Definitions

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
chapter:

‘‘(1) PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term
‘passenger motor vehicle’ has the same
meaning given such term by section
32101(10), except, notwithstanding section
32101(9), it includes a multipurpose passenger
vehicle (constructed on a truck chassis or
with special features for occasional off-road
operation), a truck, other than a truck re-
ferred to in section 32101(10)(B), and a pickup
truck when that vehicle or truck is rated by
the manufacturer of such vehicle or truck at
not more than 10,000 pounds gross vehicle
weight, and it only includes a vehicle manu-
factured primarily for use on public streets,
roads, and highways.

‘‘(2) SALVAGE VEHICLE.—The term ‘salvage
vehicle’ means any passenger motor vehicle,

other than a flood vehicle or a nonrepairable
vehicle, which—

‘‘(A) is a late model vehicle which has been
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, to the ex-
tent that the total cost of repairs to rebuild
or reconstruct the passenger motor vehicle
to its condition immediately before it was
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, and for
legal operation on the roads or highways, ex-
ceeds 75 percent of the retail value of the
passenger motor vehicle;

‘‘(B) is a late model vehicle which has been
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, and to
which an insurance company acquires owner-
ship pursuant to a damage settlement (ex-
cept in the case of a settlement in connec-
tion with a recovered stolen vehicle, unless
such vehicle sustained damage sufficient to
meet the damage threshold prescribed by
subparagraph (A)); or

‘‘(C) the owner wishes to voluntarily des-
ignate as a salvage vehicle by obtaining a
salvage title, without regard to the level of
damage, age, or value of such vehicle or any
other factor, except that such designation by
the owner shall not impose on the insurer of
the passenger motor vehicle or on an insurer
processing a claim made by or on behalf of
the owner of the passenger motor vehicle
any obligation or liability.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter, a State may use the term ‘older
model salvage vehicle’ to designate a
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged vehicle that
does not meet the definition of a late model
vehicle in paragraph (9). If a State has estab-
lished or establishes a salvage definition at a
lesser percentage than provided under sub-
paragraph (A), then that definition shall not
be considered to be inconsistent with the
provisions of this chapter.

‘‘(3) SALVAGE TITLE.—The term ‘salvage
title’ means a passenger motor vehicle own-
ership document issued by the State to the
owner of a salvage vehicle. A salvage title
shall be conspicuously labeled with the word
‘salvage’ across the front.

‘‘(4) REBUILT SALVAGE VEHICLE.—The term
‘rebuilt salvage vehicle’ means—

‘‘(A) any passenger motor vehicle which
was previously issued a salvage title, has
passed State anti-theft inspection, has been
issued a certificate indicating that the pas-
senger motor vehicle has passed the required
anti-theft inspection, has passed the State
safety inspection in those States requiring a
safety inspection pursuant to section
33302(b)(8), has been issued a certificate indi-
cating that the passenger motor vehicle has
passed the required safety inspection in
those States requiring such a safety inspec-
tion pursuant to section 33302(b)(8), and has a
decal stating ‘Rebuilt Salvage Vehicle—
Anti-theft and Safety Inspections Passed’ af-
fixed to the driver’s door jamb; or

‘‘(B) any passenger motor vehicle which
was previously issued a salvage title, has
passed a State anti-theft inspection, has
been issued a certificate indicating that the
passenger motor vehicle has passed the re-
quired anti-theft inspection, and has, affixed
to the driver’s door jamb, a decal stating
‘Rebuilt Salvage Vehicle—Anti-theft Inspec-
tion Passed/No Safety Inspection Pursuant
to National Criteria’ in those States not re-
quiring a safety inspection pursuant to sec-
tion 33302(b)(8).

‘‘(5) REBUILT SALVAGE TITLE.—The term
‘rebuilt salvage title’ means the passenger
motor vehicle ownership document issued by
the State to the owner of a rebuilt salvage
vehicle. A rebuilt salvage title shall be con-
spicuously labeled either with the words ‘Re-
built Salvage Vehicle—Anti-theft and Safety
Inspections Passed’ or ‘Rebuilt Salvage Vehi-
cle—Anti-theft Inspection Passed/No Safety
Inspection Pursuant to National Criteria,’ as
appropriate, across the front.

‘‘(6) NONREPAIRABLE VEHICLE.—The term
‘nonrepairable vehicle’ means any passenger
motor vehicle, other than a flood vehicle,
which is incapable of safe operation for use
on roads or highways and which has no re-
sale value except as a source of parts or
scrap only or which the owner irreversibly
designates as a source of parts or scrap. Such
passenger motor vehicle shall be issued a
nonrepairable vehicle certificate and shall
never again be titled or registered.

‘‘(7) NONREPAIRABLE VEHICLE CERTIFI-
CATE.—The term ‘nonrepairable vehicle cer-
tificate’ means a passenger motor vehicle
ownership document issued by the State to
the owner of a nonrepairable vehicle. A non-
repairable vehicle certificate shall be con-
spicuously labeled with the word ‘Nonrepair-
able’ across the front.

‘‘(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Transportation.

‘‘(9) LATE MODEL VEHICLE.—The term ‘Late
Model Vehicle’ means any passenger motor
vehicle which—

‘‘(A) has a manufacturer’s model year des-
ignation of or later than the year in which
the vehicle was wrecked, destroyed, or dam-
aged, or any of the six preceding years; or

‘‘(B) has a retail value of more than $7,500.

The Secretary shall adjust such retail value
on an annual basis in accordance with
changes in the consumer price index.

‘‘(10) RETAIL VALUE.—The term ‘retail
value’ means the actual cash value, fair mar-
ket value, or retail value of a passenger
motor vehicle as—

‘‘(A) set forth in a current edition of any
nationally recognized compilation (to in-
clude automated databases) of retail values;
or

‘‘(B) determined pursuant to a market sur-
vey of comparable vehicles with regard to
condition and equipment.

‘‘(11) COST OF REPAIRS.—The term ‘cost of
repairs’ means the estimated retail cost of
parts needed to repair the vehicle or, if the
vehicle has been repaired, the actual retail
cost of the parts used in the repair, and the
cost of labor computed by using the hourly
labor rate and time allocations that are rea-
sonable and customary in the automobile re-
pair industry in the community where the
repairs are to be performed.

‘‘(12) FLOOD VEHICLE.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘flood vehicle’

means any passenger motor vehicle that—
‘‘(i) has been acquired by an insurance

company as part of a damage settlement due
to water damage; or

‘‘(ii) has been submerged in water to the
point that rising water has reached over the
door sill, has entered the passenger or trunk
compartment, and has exposed any elec-
trical, computerized, or mechanical compo-
nent to water, except where a passenger
motor vehicle which, pursuant to an inspec-
tion conducted by an insurance adjuster or
estimator, a motor vehicle repairer or motor
vehicle dealer in accordance with inspection
guidelines or procedures established by the
Secretary or the State, is determined—

‘‘(I) to have no electrical, computerized or
mechanical components which were damaged
by water; or

‘‘(II) to have one or more electrical, com-
puterized or mechanical components which
were damaged by water and where all such
damaged components have been repaired or
replaced.

‘‘(B) INSPECTION NOT REQUIRED FOR ALL
FLOOD VEHICLES.—No inspection under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be required unless the
owner or insurer of the passenger motor ve-
hicle is seeking to avoid a brand of ‘Flood’
pursuant to this chapter.

‘‘(C) EFFECT OF DISCLOSURE.—Disclosing a
passenger motor vehicle’s status as a flood
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